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$725,000
Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)

Federal Tax ID: 92-6000194Grant Recipient:  Palmer

Project Title: Project Type: Remodel, Reconstruction and Upgrades

Palmer - MTA Events Center Expansion Phase 2

State Funding Requested: $725,000 House District: Mat-Su Areawide (13-16)
Future Funding May Be Requested

Brief Project Description:
This request will complete Phase II expansion of the MTA Events Center and allow the facility to play a
major role in disaster response.  Bleachers, lighting upgrades, parking lot repairs and construction,
emergency generator installation, entry canopy, drainage and landscaping improvements are included. 

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $1,960,885 
Funding Already Secured:  ($1,235,885)
FY2013 State Funding Request:  ($725,000)
Project Deficit:  $0 
Funding Details:

In 2010 the City began expansion of the MTA Events Center. The City funded $638,090 from the General Fund; $47,795 was received

from the Palmer Hockey Association and has a further funding commitment of $150,000 from Matanuska Telephone Association for

naming rights.  The State Legislature appropriated $400,000 to this project in 2011. 

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
This multi-purpose facility provides recreational opportunities for Palmer and the surrounding areas. This expansion will
increase use as a community gathering place, for sporting events such as hockey, ice skating, and soccer, and open
opportunities for trade shows, community meetings, and many other public events.

Phase II will additionally allow the facility to be used as a regional evacuation staging point, logistical supply staging area, or
a mass fatality storage area during a major emergency or disaster.  Alaska's Homeland Security and Emergency
Management and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Emergency Operations Plan are supportive of this project, and the City
will update them to reflect these uses for the facility in Palmer. 

Prior funding allowed for a single bay extension to the existing metal building; installing ADA compliant restrooms accessible
both from indoors and outdoors; building additional locker facilities; and providing illuminated signage.

The second component, to be funded by this request, will increase seating capacity to 1100 and install an ADA compliant
elevator, expand and improve the parking lot, add exterior lighting, and install an entrance canopy on the southwest corner
of the building. 

Emergency use of this facility as a regional evacuation staging point, logistical supply staging area, or a mass fatality
storage area requires backup electrical power generation. The second component of Phase II includes electrical
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engineering, purchase and installation of a backup power generator and transfer switch.

Project Timeline:
 Upon 2012 funding approval and receipt, design work will begin when the grant has been accepted.  Construction will then
begin as soon as feasible in 2013.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
The City of Palmer

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Douglas Griffin
Title: City Manager
Address: 231 W. Evergreen Avenue

Palmer, Alaska 99645
Phone Number: (907)761-1317
Email: dgriffin@palmerak.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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Priority 5: 
MTA Events Center Expansion Phase 2 
Impact:  Quality of Life, Environmental Responsibility, Economic Development 

 
The Phase 2 expansion of the MTA Events 
Center extends the building by 25 feet.  
Additional components required include 
bleachers for an additional 369 people, 
exterior lighting, interior lighting upgrades, 
parking lot re-paving, new parking lot 
construction, curb & gutter, storm drains, 
sidewalks, entry canopy, and landscaping. 

This multi-purpose facility will provide 
recreational opportunities, and a 
community gathering place for local hockey 
and soccer communities for Palmer and 
surrounding areas.  The facility will also be 
available for trade shows, community 
meetings, and a wide variety of public 
events. 

The expansion program was divided into two phases, allowing some of the work to begin in the fall of 
2010. Work included in Phase I took place inside the current footprint of the structure and in the parking 
lot. Additional bleachers to expand the seating capacity to 700 were added, a viewing platform was 
constructed, and a new speaker system was installed. The parking lot was expanded utilizing fill material 
from another city construction project and can now park 267 cars.   

Components of Phase II include increasing the seating of the facility to 1100, adding a single bay extension 
of existing pre-engineered metal building on  the south side of the facility, installing ADA compliant 
restrooms accessible from indoors and outdoors, additional bleachers, elevator, and  building additional 
locker facilities. Outdoor improvements include finishing the expanded parking lot, exterior lighting, 
illuminated signage, and a building canopy on the southwestern corner of the arena 
structure.  Construction is under way.  

The City hopes to have the project completed by February 28, 2012 dependent upon funding.  

Project Cost: $ 1,300,000 
State Request: $500,000 
CONTACT- Thomas Cohenour, Director of Public Works (907) 745-3400 
 

 
 
 
 


